UNLEASH MICROHYDRO POTENTIAL IN EUROPE
Unrealized potential for small and micro hydropower
generation exists in Europe’s thousands of historic mills,
water wheels, inoperative hydropower stations, weirs and
other lateral structures in rivers.
Repowering abandoned sites results in the generation of
hydroelectric power, both for local use and injection into
the European electrical grid. This simultaneously leads to
increasing electricity from renewable sources, energy
independence and grid stability.

The RESTOR Hydro project identifies and maps the most relevant sites suitable for
refurbishment and stimulates investment through the development of a market-driven
model for regional cooperatives.
For more information, please visit: www.restor-hydro.eu

RESTOR Hydro MAP
The RESTOR Hydro MAP is a tool which provides
authoritative information on the hydropower potential of
historic sites, covering the entire EU-27 region.
The RESTOR Hydro MAP enables to identify the location
and outline the characteristics of up to 50,000 sites,
encouraging the creation of energy cooperatives and
facilitating project development.

DISCOVER EUROPE’S HYDROPOWER HERITAGE
COMMUNITY FINANCE & LOCAL COOPERATIVES
The RESTOR Hydro project develops guidelines on how to
establish small and micro hydropower cooperatives, with a
community shares ownership.
Cooperatives increase the bankability of restoration
projects. One or more sites in a region can be aggregated
under an umbrella organisation responsible for assessing
the sites’ potential and preparing a viable financial plan for
their refurbishment.
Small and micro hydropower cooperatives bring new
dynamism to local communities. Community collaboration
to produce decentralised energy creates economic
vibrancy, increases electricity supply security and improves
environmental conditions, resulting in win-win outcomes
for the region.
Renewable Energy Sources Transforming Our Regions (RESTOR) Hydro is coordinated by ESHA, the European Small
Hydropower Association, in a consortium with ten partners from different European countries.
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